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Riley Awards $250,000 to Improve Worker Skills

 at Boeing Suppliers
MONTGOMERY— Workers at 170 Alabama companies that supply Boeing Corp. will have a chance to learn new skills that could help reduce the cost of their products thanks to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
The Alabama Technology Network will use the $250,000 grant to train up to 500 employees in manufacturing practices that raise quality standards, streamline production and eliminate waste. The training will help the suppliers become more efficient and reduce the cost of parts so Boeing can maintain competitive prices.
“This training will make it possible for Alabama workers to increase their skills and productivity to help their companies remain competitive in today’s global economy,” Riley said. 
Employees who learn new skills will implement modern and efficient production practices at manufacturing plants across the state. These practices will not only help manufactures raise the quality of goods and services supplied to Boeing, but also help the companies attract new customers. The training also will improve workers’ earning potential and job security.

Alabama Boeing suppliers that apply for the training funds will be considered based on the number of workers to be trained, the potential impact of the training and matching contribution. The maximum amount available to any one supplier is $50,000. Companies must contribute at least 50 percent of the total training costs. The Alabama Technology Network will conduct the training on-site at plant facilities. 
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Office of Workforce Development will administer the grant.
OWD Director Tim Alford informed Mike Bailey, Alabama Technology Network president, that the grant had been approved.
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