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Riley Awards Grant to Help Families of Homicide Victims
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a grant to ensure family members of homicide victims in north Alabama do not have to face the tragedy alone.

The Huntsville-based Family Services Center will use the $84,427 grant to assist surviving relatives through the Homicide Survivors Program. The center offers emotional support and legal assistance to victims’ families. 

 “Spouses, children and parents face uncertain futures after the senseless death of a loved one,” Riley said. “I commend the Family Services Center for helping victims’ families cope with their grief and rebuild their lives.”

Center officials say relatives of homicide victims can experience depression, post-traumatic stress, financial problems and family breakdowns as they face life without their loved one. To help prevent these situations, the program responds to families immediately after a homicide and maintains contact throughout court proceedings. 

Victims’ family members receive therapy and emotional support through individual and family counseling sessions. Counselors at the center also conduct counseling sessions for young children of victims. The staff also helps family members understand the legal proceedings associated with a homicide case. 

Center officials say most clients would not receive assistance without the program. More than 600 family members of victims have received counseling since 2000.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Riley informed Debra Traughber, president of Family Services Center, of the grant’s approval. Matching funds of $21,106 will supplement the award.
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