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Riley Awards Grant for Team to Fight Hurricane-Related Crime in Baldwin County
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $440,000 to help hurricane victims in Baldwin County avoid becoming crime victims as well.

The County Commission will use the grant to start the Baldwin County Hurricane Response Team, which will be run by the district attorney’s office. The team will warn residents of crime threats associated with hurricane preparation and recovery and investigate hurricane-related crimes reported in the county. 
“Alabama has zero tolerance for criminals and scam artists who take advantage of hurricane victims,” Riley said. “The Baldwin County Response Team will protect residents by catching those who prey on disaster victims and punishing them to the fullest extent of the law.”
County officials say price gouging, charity scams and contractor fraud are some of the biggest crime problems in the aftermath of a hurricane. To prevent these crimes, the Response Team will develop brochures and public service announcements to warn residents of scams and teach them ways to avoid being victimized. When crimes are reported, the group will coordinate investigations and prosecute cases when deemed appropriate.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.


Riley informed Albert Lipscomb, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $48,888 will supplement the award.
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