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Riley Awards Grant to Keep Courts in Session after Disasters, 

Reduce Number of Disaster-related Cases
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $350,000 to ensure the state’s judicial system will function smoothly in the event of a natural disaster and to help clear a backlog of court cases resulting from Hurricane Katrina.
The grant enables the Administrative Office of Courts to provide temporary assistance to courts in counties affected by the hurricane and to implement a communications system that will allow courts affected by a disaster to continue operating from remote locations. 

“Essential functions of government, like our court system, must continue even if damage from a disaster forces temporary relocation,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to provide funds to help resolve Katrina-related cases and ensure that residents have access to basic court functions following any future disaster.”

The communications system will give local courts the ability to perform basic functions, including issuing warrants and filing criminal cases, if they are forced to relocate temporarily after a natural disaster.

Since last fall, the number of cases filed in counties affected by Hurricane Katrina has grown because of increased fraud and domestic violence, AOC officials said. Because of the number of cases, the average time cases remain in the court system has increased. The AOC will provide temporary administrative assistance to courts Baldwin, Butler, Escambia and Mobile counties to reduce the delays.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.


Riley notified Randy Helms, administrative director of courts, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $38,888 will supplement the award.
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