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	June 08, 2006
Governor Riley Awards Grant to Support Anti-Drug Efforts in Pike and Coffee Counties
MONTGOMERY—Governor Bob Riley has awarded $147,500 to the Pike County Commission to continue the fight against the manufacture and distribution of illegal drugs in Pike and Coffee counties.

The grant will help the 12th Judicial Circuit Drug and Violent Crimes Task Force obtain much-needed equipment such as drug test kits, body armor and surveillance tools.

“We must remain aggressive in our fight against illegal drugs, especially the growing threat of meth,” Governor Riley said. “This task force has a good track record of busting meth labs and taking illegal drugs off the streets. I’m pleased to award these needed funds to ensure the task force’s continued operation and success in protecting the citizens of Pike and Coffee counties.”

The task force finds and destroys illegal drug laboratories and identifies, arrests and prosecutes those who make, use and distribute illegal drugs. The unit has made 965 arrests, busted 23 meth labs, and seized more than 1,200 grams of cocaine, crack and marijuana during a nine-month period ending March 31, 2006.

The task force is staffed by seven law enforcement officers and two assistant district attorneys. Participating agencies include the sheriff’s offices of Pike and Coffee counties, the municipal police departments of Troy, Elba and Enterprise, and the 12th Circuit District Attorney’s Office.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The grant is being matched dollar-for-dollar by the participating agencies to supplement the award.
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For more contact information, visit Governor Bob Riley's Web Site:  http://www.governor.alabama.gov/
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