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Grant from Riley Supports Drug-Fighting Network

in West Jefferson County

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $123,333 to bolster the efforts of three Jefferson County law enforcement agencies that are working together to rid their communities of illegal drugs.
The grant will enable the cities of Fairfield, Hueytown and Pleasant Grove to continue a partnership called the Multi Agency Drug Enforcement Team.  The unit facilitates the sharing of manpower and resources among law enforcement agencies to better investigate and prosecute drug offenders.
“Tough, coordinated enforcement of drug laws is necessary to ward off drug- related crime and violence that threatens the safety of residents,” Riley said.  “This grant helps local officials maintain their commitment to eliminate the use and distribution of illegal drugs in the area.”

MADET is manned by an investigator from each of the three law enforcement agencies and a prosecuting attorney from the district attorney’s office.  The team uses undercover operations, confidential informants and surveillance equipment to identify potential drug offenders, make arrests and build cases for prosecution.
The unit also works closely with schools, churches and civic groups to implement drug awareness programs and increase community involvement.
In 2005, MADET investigated 203 cases resulting in 223 arrests and the seizure of more than $120,000 in cash and property.
Riley notified Fairfield Mayor Michael L. Johnson that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.  Matching funds of least $41,111 will supplement the award.
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