[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Friday, June 2, 2006








Frank Miles













Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards Grant to Help Farmers Save Money and Energy

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $36,320 to help farmers statewide identify energy-saving opportunities on their farms.

The Alabama Mountains, Rivers and Valleys Resource Conservation and Development Council in Decatur will use the funds to train personnel from the nine councils across the state to perform farm energy audits that will pinpoint areas where improvements can be made to reduce energy consumption and costs.

“Energy costs can be a major expense for farmers making it difficult for them to stay in business,” Riley said.  “Minimizing energy costs will help Alabama farmers while helping our nation conserve fuel.”

During energy audits, council personnel will evaluate processes and equipment to determine how much energy is being used as well as the most cost-effective enhancements to improve energy efficiency.  Reports are prepared showing farmers where upgrades can be made, the cost of the upgrades and the potential savings.

Farmers can use the audit reports in applications for assistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture and other sources to fund energy-efficient improvements.  In addition to cutting energy costs for farmers, the improvements benefit the environment by lowering air pollutants and reducing dependence on petroleum-based products. 

Riley notified Mike Roden, council coordinator, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Energy.
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