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Riley Awards Grant to Assist Homeless in Morgan County
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $92,846 to ensure that safe, secure shelter is available for Morgan County residents who find themselves homeless.

The Salvation Army will use the grant to provide shelter and services at its facilities in Decatur to individuals and families who are homeless or on the verge of becoming homeless.  

“Faith-based organizations like the Salvation Army have a long tradition of effectively helping Americans in need,” Riley said.  “I’m very pleased to provide this financial support that will help the Salvation Army continue its vital mission in Morgan County.”

The organization operates emergency shelters with beds, meals and bathing facilities for 12 men and 10 women. They stay at the shelter for up to five nights and receive referrals to other agencies that can provide more assistance.

The Salvation Army also offers a transitional living program to help homeless families become self-sufficient eliminating their need for social service assistance. The families are provided a basic apartment, food assistance, clothing and other basic needs. A case manager meets weekly with each family to monitor their progress toward becoming self-sufficient. The maximum amount of time a family can stay in the program is two years.

To help prevent homelessness, the Salvation Army operates a program that offers one-time payments of rent and overdue utility bills for residents who face unexpected financial changes due to illnesses or job layoffs.  

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.


The city of Decatur will act as the fiscal agent for the grant. Riley informed Decatur Mayor Don Kyle that the award had been approved. 
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