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Riley Announces Grant for Disaster Relief Trailers

MONTGOMERY— A $75,000 grant, announced by Gov. Bob Riley, will enable a St. Clair County group to assist victims of natural disasters.


 The St. Clair County Baptist Association will use the grant from the Appalachian Regional Commission to purchase three trailers to provide services to victims and relief workers during recovery from natural disasters. The trailers will be equipped with shower and laundry facilities. 


“Faith-based organizations like the St. Clair County Baptist Association play a tremendous role in helping Alabamians recover from natural disasters,” Riley said. “These trailers will provide valuable services to Alabama victims and the workers who are assisting them.”


The association will use donated cash, equipment and labor to furnish the trailers with plumbing, electrical equipment and appliances. Water for the showers and washing machines can be provided by tanker trucks or a public water system. Wastewater can drain into a sewer system or septic tank. 


The association will train teams to deploy the trailers wherever they are needed in the state.


Upon Riley’s recommendation, the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs submitted the grant to the ARC for approval. Riley informed Rev. David Spray, moderator of the St. Clair Baptist Association, that the grant had been approved.

The Appalachian Regional Commission was started in 1965 as a supplemental grant program to raise the standard of living, improve the quality of life and promote economic development in the Appalachian mountain region. Thirty-seven Alabama counties are part of the region.
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