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Riley Announces Grant for New Water Pump in Franklin County

MONTGOMERY— A $62,000 grant, announced by Gov. Bob Riley, will improve water service to the town of Waco and a nearby poultry processing plant in Franklin County.


The city of Russellville will use the Appalachian Regional Commission grant to install an additional water pump that will serve Waco and the Gold Kist plant. City officials say the new pump will enable the city’s water system to better meet demands of the growing area by increasing water capacity.


“One of the most important factors contributing to an area’s growth is an adequate, reliable water supply,” Riley said. “This grant will allow Russellville to improve reliability of the water services it provides.”


Currently, only one pump moves water from the city’s water sources to the reservoir that serves Waco and Gold Kist. The system would be unable to provide the water needed by the town and the plant if the pump fails. The new pump will provide an adequate backup. 


Upon Riley’s recommendation, the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs submitted the grant to the ARC for approval. Riley informed Doug Clement, manager of the Russellville Water and Sewer Board, that the grant had been approved.

The Appalachian Regional Commission was started in 1965 as a supplemental grant program to raise the standard of living, improve the quality of life and promote economic development in the Appalachian mountain region. Thirty-seven Alabama counties are part of the region.
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