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Riley Announces Grant to Help High Schools

Develop Community Newspapers

MONTGOMERY— An educational association will help rural schools in four counties provide news reporting for their communities thanks to a $16,800 Appalachian Regional Commission grant announced by Gov. Bob Riley.


The Program for Academic and Cultural Enhancement of Rural Schools will use the grant to help high school students in Hale, Macon, Tallapoosa and Walker counties establish newspapers that serve their local communities. The papers will be a part of the PACERS Community Newspaper Project. The group started the program in rural areas no longer served by local or regional newspapers. Currently students in 27 rural schools are the publishers of their community newspapers, PACERS officials said.


“Students in this program not only learn valuable skills that will serve them later in life, they also provide a valuable public service to their communities,” Riley said. 


Students participating in the program will create a business plan and be responsible for management, sales, writing, editing and publishing of the papers. Journalism instructors from Auburn University, Stillman College and the University of Alabama will train the students.


PACERS is an association of schools in 25 rural Alabama communities that seeks to highlight the contributions of rural schools to the state's economy and works to demonstrate the benefits of educational methods rooted in community service. It is part of the Program for Rural Services and Research at the University of Alabama. 


Upon Riley’s recommendation, the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs submitted the grant to the ARC for approval. Riley informed John Shelton, PACERS coordinator, that the grant had been approved.

The Appalachian Regional Commission was started in 1965 as a supplemental grant program to raise the standard of living, improve the quality of life and promote economic development in the Appalachian mountain region. Thirty-seven Alabama counties are part of the region.
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