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Governor Declares Safe Boating Week May 20-26

MONTGOMERY— Many boaters are getting ready to head to the water for Memorial Day weekend, and Gov. Bob Riley is proclaiming May 20-26 as Safe Boating Week to urge them to practice water safety.
Riley declared the week because of the hundreds of people who die in boating accidents each year. Statistics show the majority of boating accidents result from human error and poor judgment rather than equipment or environmental factors. Many boaters have drowned because they were not wearing life jackets. 

“Boating can be a fun and rewarding activity, but it can turn deadly with poor judgment,” Riley said. “I strongly urge boaters to wear life jackets and practice safe boating habits.”

The week has also been designated Safe Boating Week by the United States Power Squadron, a national boat safety organization.  During the week, all squadrons are urged to place special emphasis on safer boating through education, and the Montgomery Power Squadron is participating by offering a demonstration and lecture involving flares, pyrotechnics and fire extinguishers at 5:30 p.m. on Friday at the Montgomery Marina.  

Each year hundreds of thousands of new boaters enter the water, and statistics show that solid safety education will make them more confident and competent in their boats, USPS officials said. The organization’s Boat Smart course is designed to give boaters the safety knowledge they need. Boat Smart classes in Montgomery are scheduled for this Saturday and again on May 27.  For more information about these classes and others, call Bill Branch at (334) 365-5215.

The United States Power Squadrons has been providing boating education since 1914.  For more information, call (888) FOR-USPS or visit www.usps.org. 
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