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Riley Awards $80,000 to Improve Winfield Recreational Facilities

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an $80,000 grant to the city of Winfield for the renovation of a walking track and nature trail at Ivan K. Hill Park.

The city will use the funds to resurface the track and the trail which have deteriorated and become cracked and broken due to erosion and use.  In addition, the grant will fund upgrades along each pathway that will improve handicap accessibility.

“These improvements to Winfield’s recreational facilities will provide opportunities for more residents to enhance their health and well-being,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of Winfield officials to improve the quality of life in their community.”

Currently, there is access to the track via a ramp, but the grade is too steep to meet the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  The ramp will be replaced with a new concrete ramp that will meet ADA regulations, and two bridges on the nature trail also will be upgraded to meet ADA standards.

The enhancements to the paths will create additional opportunities for community involvement.  Local Boy Scouts and high school agricultural classes will work with the city to provide signs along the nature trail identifying various plants.  Senior programs at the recreation center plan to coordinate daily walks after the renovations are complete, and non-profit organizations will be able host fundraising walks.

The track and the trail are open seven days per week, weather permitting.  Local funds of at least $20,000 will supplement the award.

Riley notified Mayor William R. (Bill) West that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Transportation.
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