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Riley Awards $80,000 to Construct Walking Trail in Tuscaloosa

MONTGOMERY—The Tuscaloosa Park and Recreation Authority is working to bring downtown Tuscaloosa a little closer to the Black Warrior River.  The authority will be able to take a significant step toward that goal thanks to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

The authority will use the $80,000 grant to construct a walking trail in Queen City Park.  The 1,500-foot trail will be covered with crimson-colored stone and an information kiosk will be built at the trail head.

“Outdoor recreation can be an enjoyable way for residents to improve their health and well-being,” Riley said.  “This project will provide more opportunities for the people of Tuscaloosa to enhance their quality of life.”

The new trail will be accessible from a parking lot next to a historic bath house at the park and will be suitable for walkers, joggers and bicyclers.  The trail will come within 150 yards of riverfront trails and is the first phase of a project that officials hope will eventually connect downtown Tuscaloosa to the riverfront.

The trail will be open year round.  Local funds of at least $20,000 have been committed to the trail project.

Riley notified Don Kelly, park and recreation authority director, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Transportation.
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