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Riley Awards Grant to Renovate Walking Trail in Ashland
MONTGOMERY— After the sun goes down, residents of Ashland will still be able to get their outdoor exercise at the city park thanks to an $80,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 


The grant will fund new lighting and renovations of the walking trail at Ashland City Park. The city will move utility lines underground, reroute parts of the trail that currently cross parking areas and make a portion of the path accessible for people with disabilities.

 “Walking and other outdoor activities are excellent ways to improve health,” Riley said. “These renovations will expand the opportunities for residents to enjoy outdoor recreation in Ashland.”


The trail was created as part of a park expansion in 1986. Although some lights are located along the trail, city officials say the additional lights are needed to make it safe for residents to use the trail at night. Diverting the trail around parking areas will also enhance safety.



Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Recreational Trails Program. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.


Riley informed Ashland Mayor Terry Turner that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $20,000 will supplement the grant.
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