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Talladega Awarded Trail Grant by Governor Riley

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $53,000 to the city of Talladega to pave a walking trail in Veteran’s Memorial Park.

The city will lay 1,400 feet of asphalt to widen the trail, make it safer and develop it into a multi-use trail.  Once completed, the new trail will be 8 to 10 feet wide.

“This project can significantly improve the health and well-being of citizens by increasing recreational opportunities,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support Talladega officials in their efforts to improve the quality of life for their residents.”

The current trail is narrow and made up mostly of gravel making it dangerous for walkers and runners.  The rocks can cause bruises and cuts to feet and the shifting surface increases the likelihood of falls.

A wider, smoother trail not only will make walking and running safer, but it will also expand the usefulness of the track to residents with skateboards, scooters and bicycles.  Additionally, the resurfaced trail will be more accessible to residents with disabilities.

The park is open year round from dawn to dusk.  Local funds of at least $13,250 have been committed to the trail project.

Riley notified Mayor Brian York that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Transportation.
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