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Gov. Riley Awards Trail Grant to Gainesville 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $44,000 to the town of Gainesville to pave a walking trail in Gainesville-Cate Park.

The town will lay 1,320 feet of asphalt to create a 5-foot-wide trail that will provide a safe environment for residents to jog and walk.  The park offers a ball field, a pavilion area and picnic tables, but the closest walking trail is 12 miles away.

“Convenient recreational opportunities can contribute significantly to the health and well-being of residents,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to provide these funds to help Gainesville officials improve the quality of life in their area.”

Currently, there are no sidewalks in town.  Walkers and joggers are forced to exercise on unpaved road shoulders that are unsafe and present a risk of injury from falls or oncoming traffic.
The park is open year round from sunrise to sunset.  Local funds of at least $11,000 have been committed to the trail project.

Riley notified Mayor Carrie Fulghum that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Transportation.
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