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Riley Grant will Help Juveniles in Tuscaloosa County Gain Jobs

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $91,314 for a program that gives wayward youths in Tuscaloosa County a second chance at productive futures. 


Easter Seals of West Alabama will use the grant for its Project for Youth Opport-Unity. The program’s primary goal is to place participants in long-term jobs. Participants are ordered to take part in the program by the Tuscaloosa County juvenile court.

“Troubled youths need guidance, training and positive role models to help them turn their lives around and become productive citizens,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this effort to help juveniles realize promising careers.”

The program provides participants with all the skills training and preparation needed to secure a job. Once in the program, participants are assessed for work-related skills and interests. Program staff members then develop a plan for each individual. Participants who do not have a high school diploma are enrolled in classes to help them obtain a GED. Those who are eligible are encouraged to return to high school, where program staff ensures the availability of after-school tutoring.

Participants who have already obtained their GED or diploma are placed in vocational training courses based on their career interests and the results of the assessments. The program has developed internship and apprenticeship opportunities with local businesses to help participants gain on-the-job training and experience.

After training is completed, the program’s employment specialist assists participants in obtaining a job. The specialist conducts periodic follow ups with participants after they get jobs.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Office of Workforce Development will administer the grant.

OWD Director Tim Alford informed Loie Robinson, East Seals of West Alabama administrator, that the grant had been approved.
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