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Riley Awards Grant for Worker Training at Cullman Plant

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $50,000 to help workers at a plant in Cullman County upgrade their job skills and boost their earning potential.

American Trim, a manufacturer of metal parts, will use the grant to train 215 workers at its Cullman plant. The plant manufactures metal parts for home appliances and will soon begin producing automotive parts. American Trim will contribute $77,550 of the training costs.

“This training helps these Alabama workers learn new skills, and that makes them and their employer more productive and more competitive in today’s economy,” Riley said. 

The training will consist of several courses designed to improve workers’ skills with equipment used in the plant. Officials with the Ohio-based company say the training will help the plant continue providing high-quality products to consumers at competitive costs. They also believe the training will make production more efficient and improve the facility’s quality control services.

Once trained, employees will have additional marketable work skills and increase their job security, company officials said.

Workers will complete the training over a 12-month period beginning immediately. A portion of the training will be held by Motoman Technical Education Center in West Carrollton, Ohio, with the remaining training provided at the plant by the Alabama Technology Network.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Office of Workforce Development will administer the grant.

OWD Director Tim Alford informed Dana Morgan, American Trim vice president of finance, that the grant had been approved.
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