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Riley Awards $42,750 for Worker Training

 at Monroe County Plant 

MONTGOMERY— Workers at a furniture manufacturing plant in Monroe County will learn new job skills to help streamline production thanks to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

Standard Furniture Manufacturing Co. will use the $42,750 grant to pay part of the training costs for 90 employees who work at the facility in Frisco City. The training will focus on LEAN manufacturing, which streamlines production to eliminate waste. Standard Furniture will contribute $43,484 toward the training costs.

“This training will make it possible for Alabama workers to improve their skills and productivity as well as help their plant better compete in today’s global economy,” Riley said.

Plant officials say the training is needed to increase production efficiency to meet the demands of the company and its customers. In addition to gaining new job skills, company officials say the workers who complete the training will improve their earnings potential and job security within the company.

The training will be held by the Alabama Technology Network Center over a 12-month period starting in May.

Based in Baldwin County, Standard Furniture manufactures and distributes furniture to more than 3,000 retailers nationwide, according to information provided by the company. The Frisco City plant employs more than 500 workers.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Office of Workforce Development will administer the grant.

OWD Director Tim Alford informed Ceil Reese, Standard Furniture’s training manager, that the grant had been approved.
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