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Riley Awards $100,000 to Prepare Young Adults for Jobs

in Butler County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $100,000 grant to the Butler County Board of Education to launch a new program that will get young adults ready to work.

The board will use the funds to implement the Second Chance program at its community learning center.  The program is designed to help 16-to-21-year-olds who have not finished school to complete their education and prepare for the workforce.

“This program will equip young people with the skills they need to get a job and keep it,” Riley said.  “I commend the Butler County Board of Education for offering this learning opportunity to those who want to become more productive citizens.”

Tutoring, online courses and other educational tools will be provided to help participants earn their high school diploma or GED.  The program will also help participants make the transition to the workforce through career and technical training as well opportunities such as job shadowing and internships.  Second Chance staff will show participants how to properly prepare a job application, dress appropriately for interviews and work together as a team. 

Second Chance participants will have access to computer labs and adult classrooms at the center as well as a library and various childcare services.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  Tim Alford, director of the Office of Workforce Development, notified Mike Looney, Butler County superintendent, that the grant had been approved.
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