[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



     For Immediate Release:








Contact:
     Monday, May 15, 2006








Mike Presley












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Grant Will Aid Prosecution of DUI Cases in State
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $55,000 to help the state’s district attorneys prosecute DUI cases and get dangerous drivers off the road.

The state Office of Prosecution Services will use the grant to hire an attorney to work with the state’s 42 district attorneys in prosecuting DUI cases. 
“There is no room for drunken drivers on our roads,” Riley said. “Removing dangerous drivers through efficient prosecution of DUI cases makes Alabama’s highways safer for all of us.”

The attorney will conduct training workshops on DUI prosecution at conferences held for district attorneys and their staffs. As a follow up to the workshops, the attorney will hold two regional sessions on DUI laws.
In addition to providing training, the attorney will collect and analyze traffic crash data to determine areas of the state that need more assistance and training to prosecute traffic-related cases.

Officials with the Office of Prosecution Services believe increased enforcement of DUI laws and prosecution will reduce the number of alcohol-related traffic deaths and injuries in Alabama. According to the CARE Research and Development Laboratory at the University of Alabama, 6,663 drivers who were impaired by alcohol or drugs were involved in traffic crashes in 2004 with most occurring on Saturdays.

Riley awarded the grant from the Alabama Trust Fund. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Riley informed Randall Hillman, executive director of the Office of Prosecution Services, that the grant had been approved.
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