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Riley Awards Grant to Reduce Juvenile Crime

in Marshall County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $48,410 for a program to help reduce juvenile delinquency in Marshall County.


The Marshall County Commission will use the grant to provide the Teen Project and Parent Project programs for first-time juvenile offenders and their parents. County officials say their goal is that juveniles will not commit additional crimes after completing the 12-week program. Teens will be ordered to participate in the program by juvenile court.


“Juvenile offenders need guidance to straighten their out their lives, and their parents need to be part of the solution,” Riley said. “I commend Marshall County for providing this program in an effort to turn teen offenders from liabilities to assets for the community.”


The Teen Project focuses on choices teens make. During 10 two-hour sessions, participants learn anger management skills, ways to reduce stress, conflict resolution skills and the consequences of the use of alcohol, tobacco and illegal drugs.


The Parent Project teaches parents how to deal effectively with out-of-control children who display violent or destructive and defiant behavior. Parents participate in 10 three-hour sessions focusing on intervention, communication, conflict resolution and other topics geared toward improving the behavior of their children. 


During the final two weeks parents and teens will meet to discuss what they have learned and how they can apply it in their daily lives.


More than 100,000 families nationwide have completed The Teen Project and Parent Project in the past 10 years.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.


Riley informed Billy Cannon, chairman of the Marshall County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $5,378 will supplement the award. 
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