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Grant to Help East Alabama Domestic Violence Victims
Displaced by Hurricane Katrina

MONTGOMERY—An Opelika organization that specializes in helping domestic violence victims has received $27,570 from Gov. Bob Riley to assist victims who also are dealing with the aftermath of a devastating hurricane.

The Domestic Violence Intervention Center will use the funds for services the center is providing to domestic violence victims who were displaced from homes and domestic violence shelters by Hurricane Katrina.  The center also will assist evacuees who have been abused since relocating.
“These victims have suffered through a lot of hurt and anguish,” Riley said.  “I commend the center for extending a helping hand and providing much-needed care and support to those with nowhere else to go.”
The center will offer emergency shelter, counseling, transportation and other services to victims in Chambers, Lee, Macon, Randolph and Tallapoosa counties.
Since 1980, the Domestic Violence Intervention Center has helped more than 3,000 abused women and children and responded to more than 7,000 calls to its 24-hour crisis line.

Riley notified Willie Larkin, DVIC board president, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.  The center will provide matching funds of $9,190 to supplement the award.
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