[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



     For Immediate Release:








Contact:
     Thursday, May 25, 2006








Mike Presley













Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards $27,934 for Program to Treat Young Sex Offenders

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants for a long-term program that holds juvenile sex offenders in Cullman County accountable for their crimes and seeks to change their behavior.


The Child Advocacy Center of Cullman will use the grants totaling $27,934 for the Seeing Others as People treatment program for young sex offenders and their parents. The offenders are ordered to participate in the program by juvenile court judges. 


“Juvenile sex offenders are a serious threat to our communities, and they must change their behavior before they do more damage,” Riley said. “I commend the center for working to reform these offenders before they commit more crimes.”


Upon entering the program, juveniles must attend weekly individual and group therapy sessions. The sessions teach offenders to take responsibility for their crimes, recognize and avoid situations that tempt improper behavior and develop a plan of escape if they are in those situations.  The program imposes a curfew on offenders and places restrictions on their activities.


While their children are in the program, parents are required to attend monthly parenting and family sessions at the center.


Before juveniles are released from the treatment, they must develop a plan to avoid committing further crimes and undergo a risk assessment. If the assessment does not show improvement in risk factors relating to sexual crimes, juveniles will remain in the program or be referred to a juvenile judge for further sentencing. 


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. 


Riley informed Prudence Hassell, the center’s board president, that the grant had been approved.
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