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Riley Grant Will Aid Juveniles in Colbert, Lauderdale Counties

MONTGOMERY— A program will continue to help troubled youths in Colbert and Lauderdale counties avoid crime thanks in part to $16,236 awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.


The grant will enable the Colbert-Lauderdale Attention Homes to assess the mental health needs of juveniles through the Healthy Minds Program. The homes provide a structured, home-like atmosphere for teens who have been placed there by juvenile authorities because they committed a crime or used illegal drugs.



“This program provides assessment, direction and encouragement to steer children away from committing crimes and to help them reach their potential,” Riley said. 

The Healthy Minds Program, started in 2002, provides mental health assessments of juveniles to enable staff members and juvenile court officials to recognize the source of a child’s problems and help them overcome obstacles through specialized treatment. 

Organization officials say the program is often the only way juveniles can receive a timely mental assessment because of lengthy waiting periods for appointments at local mental health centers. Most assessments are completed within two days of a juvenile entering the program.

A social worker provides individual counseling and coordinates group counseling sessions for juveniles at the homes.


The organization runs a boys home in Sheffield and a girls home in Florence. In 2005, 176 children were placed in the homes.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.


Riley informed Warren Johnson, president of the homes’ board of directors, that the grant had been approved. 
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