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	May 16, 2006
Governor Riley Awards Grant to Boost Fight Against Illegal Drugs in Colbert County
MUSCLE SHOALS — Governor Bob Riley today announced he is awarding a grant of $102,500 to help continue the Colbert County Drug Task Force.

Now in its 15th year, the task force is a multi-jurisdictional unit that coordinates the resources of the district attorney’s office, the Colbert County Sheriff’s Department, and the police departments of Cherokee, Leighton, Littleville, Muscle Shoals, Sheffield and Tuscumbia. The unit works to identify, investigate and prosecute individuals and groups distributing and using illegal drugs.

“The combined efforts of our local law enforcement send a clear signal not only to the drug users and drug traffickers, but also to the law-abiding citizens of this area. That message is: we take this threat seriously, we’re going to do everything we can to protect our families, and we’re dedicated to keeping drugs out of our communities and to taking the drug pushers off our streets,” Governor Riley said.

According to the district attorney’s office, 90 percent of homicides, suicides and violent crimes in Colbert County are drug-related. In 2005, the task force investigated 176 cases involving the distribution, trafficking or possession of illegal drugs.
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For more contact information, visit Governor Bob Riley's Web Site:  http://www.governor.alabama.gov/
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