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Riley Awards Grant for Energy Conservation
at Crenshaw County Company

MONTGOMERY—A Highland Home manufacturer is taking steps to conserve energy, and Gov. Bob Riley is awarding the company $75,000 to support its efforts.

The grant to H. E. Browder Veneer Co. will reimburse the company for interest paid on a loan that financed the installation of an efficient, wood-burning energy system that powers some of the manufacturer’s processes.

“Energy-saving projects like this one help reduce our nation’s dependence on foreign oil while allowing businesses to cut costs,” Riley said.  “The efforts of Browder Veneer will also protect the environment by converting waste material into energy rather than dumping it.”

The company, which manufactures hardwood veneer, lumber and crossties, uses industrial boilers that produce steam for heating logs and drying veneer.  The new system enables the company to use bark, sawdust and other waste products it generates from its operations as fuel for the boilers.  The system eliminates the need for petroleum-based fuels and reduces the company’s energy costs.
Riley notified George Browder, Browder Veneer owner, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Energy.
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