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Calhoun County Earns First ENERGY STAR Labels for Public Buildings in the State

Anniston, AL –Calhoun County residents can rest assured their local officials are doing all they can to conserve energy and save taxpayer dollars on rising utility costs.  The Calhoun County Commissioners today celebrated the designation of the first two public buildings in Alabama as energy-efficient by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) ENERGY STAR program.  

The two facilities to earn this distinction are the Calhoun County Courthouse and the Calhoun County Administration Building.  

Calhoun was the first county in the nation to join the National Association of Counties’ (NACo) ENERGY STAR Courthouse Campaign over two years ago.  The Courthouse Campaign facilitates county involvement in the ENERGY STAR program and assists counties in achieving their commitment to energy efficiency and environmental leadership. 

“NACo is proud to partner with EPA on this innovative program to help counties become more energy efficient and cost effective,” said NACo President Bill Hansell, Umatilla County (Ore.) commissioner. “We congratulate Calhoun County for participating in the program at its inception and for achieving the ENERGY STAR designation.”  

Achieving the ENERGY STAR label means that these facilities perform in the top 25 percent of courthouses in the country.  On a scale of 1 to 100, a building earning a rating of 75 or higher through the national energy rating system is eligible to apply for the ENERGY STAR label.  

“Calhoun County is honored to have this distinction from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Department of Energy.  We’re also very proud to have been a founding member of the ENERGY STAR Courthouse Campaign through the National Association of Counties.  As county commissioners we have an obligation to both be good stewards of taxpayer dollars and be good stewards of our environment.  This program is a great way for us to accomplish both tasks,” said Calhoun County Commissioner Robert Downing.  

Both county buildings are highly efficient energy performers.  The county courthouse covers over 60,000 square feet and received a rating of 90, and the county administration building that covers over 50,000 square feet earned a rating of 88.  All computer monitors in the buildings are ENERGY STAR qualified and the county ensures all computers have power-saver features.  

The county is now seeing its reward for investments it made several years ago for its Courthouse.  The county contracted to replace its old windows with insulated tinted glass pane windows, to replace its old boiler system with gas fired roof top heat pumps and electric heat pumps, and to install insulation for the roofs and attics.  Now, the county sees an annual cost savings on utility bills of around $20,000.  

More than 2,500 buildings across the nation have earned the ENERGY STAR label.  The buildings, representing 482 million square feet, are saving an estimated $349 million annually in lower energy bills while meeting industry standards for comfort and indoor air quality. The buildings are preventing 1.8 billion pounds of greenhouse gas emissions, equivalent to emissions from 540,000 vehicles.
“We have a responsibility at every level of government to make public buildings energy efficient--not only to save fuel but also to be good stewards of taxpayer’s money,” said Gov. Bob Riley. “I commend the Calhoun County Commission for this worthy project and I am proud of the state’s partnership through ADECA’s Energy, Weatherization and Technology division. I encourage other Alabama counties and cities to take similar steps to conserve resources and dollars.”

The Riley Administration is actively promoting energy-efficiency practices and technologies in state buildings to reduce waste, pollution and long-term operational costs for state government.  Agencies work with ADECA to finance the energy-efficiency improvements with funds saved due to lower energy bills.

On hand to help honor the Calhoun County Commission for this great distinction were representatives from the Calhoun County Chamber of Commerce, the Alabama State Association of Counties, EPA Region 4, and the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs.  

There are only four other buildings in the State of Alabama that have the ENERGY STAR label.     

The National Association of Counties (NACo) is a full-service organization that provides legislative, research, technical and public affairs assistance to county governments.  Created in 1935, NACo continues to ensure that the nation’s 3,066 counties are heard and understood in the White House and Congress.   
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