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	May 16, 2006
State’s First Public Natural Gas Refueling Station Revs Up with Grant from Governor Riley
MONTGOMERY – A $30,000 grant awarded by Governor Bob Riley will establish Alabama’s first public natural gas refueling station. The effort aims to reduce the state’s dependence on foreign oil and also engine emissions in the process. 

The grant to Central Alabama Clean Cities, Inc. will enable a compressed natural gas refueling station to open at the intersection of Eighth Avenue North and 31st Street in Birmingham. 

“This step toward reducing our dependence on foreign oil will also improve air quality in the Birmingham area,” Governor Riley said when he announced the grant on Tuesday. “I’m pleased to support this project.”

Compressed natural gas is mostly methane that is extracted from underground reserves. Vehicles using compressed natural gas are comparable to gasoline and diesel burning vehicles in power, acceleration, fuel economy and cruising speed, according to information provided by Central Alabama Clean Cities. 

Partners in the program include the Alabama Department of Transportation, the Birmingham Metropolitan Planning Organization, the Regional Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham, and the Birmingham-Jefferson County Transit Authority. 

Governor Riley awarded the grant from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Energy. He notified Phillip Wiedmeyer, Executive Director of Central Alabama Clean Cities, that the grant had been approved. 

It is the third move made by Governor Riley in the last week designed to reduce Alabama’s dependence on foreign energy and to conserve energy. Last week, Governor Riley signed an Executive Order to cut state government’s energy usage by 20 percent over the next four years. The energy conservation effort will save the state millions of dollars in energy costs. Governor Riley last week also awarded a $35,000 grant to Auburn University researchers who are analyzing different methods of converting biomass, like switchgrass and trees, into ethanol. Ethanol is blended with unleaded gasoline for use in automobiles and uses less oil.
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For more contact information, visit Governor Bob Riley's Web Site:  http://www.governor.alabama.gov/

Alabama State Agency Directory  |  Alabama State Employee Directory 


  


