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Riley Awards Grant to Improve Alabama Coastal Beaches 

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $40,000 grant to help preserve, protect and maintain a public beach along Alabama’s gulf coast.  

The grant to the city of Orange Beach will enable the purchase of equipment necessary to maintain its public beach areas. 

“Alabama’s beaches are among the most beautiful in the world and they are vital to the economic and environmental health of our coastal communities,” Riley said. “Ensuring they remain pristine and attractive is not only the right thing to do for future generations, it is essential to the livelihood of many Alabamians.” 

A specialized hydraulic rake, pulled by a tractor, will be used to remove debris and trash from the public beach. The equipment is also used to make the beach level, prevent sand compactness and make the area more attractive and accommodating for tourists. The machine will be used at least twice a week during the spring and summer when the beach is used most and occasionally during off-peak tourist seasons.

The equipment will complement an $8 million beach restoration project that was undertaken to restore the beach from damage caused by Hurricane Ivan. The project also included restoring natural dunes and vegetation to reduce beach erosion. 

Riley notified Mayor Pete Blalock that the grant had been approved. Orange Beach has pledged $10,000 for the project. The grant was awarded from funds made available to the state by the Federal Highway Administration’s Recreational Trails Program.  
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