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Riley Awards $55,800 for Truck Driver Training Course

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a grant to help Central Alabama Community College train out-of-work residents for new careers in the trucking industry. 

The college will use the $55,800 grant for a six-week tractor-trailer driving course for about 24 participants in Clay, Coosa, Elmore, Shelby, Talladega and Tallapoosa counties. 

“Training programs help out-of-work residents develop the skills needed to gain employment in high-demand industries like trucking,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support Central Alabama Community College’s efforts to help residents start new careers and contribute to our state’s economy.”

Participants will learn all aspects of driving a tractor-trailer, including trip planning, vehicle maintenance, cargo loading, safety procedures and basic vehicle operations. The training will be presented in classroom presentations and through on-the-road practice. Students will earn their commercial driver’s licenses as part of the program.

After completing the program, students will receive job placement assistance from the instructors and at Alabama Career Centers. In previous years, more than 80 percent of participants earned a truck-driving job after completing the program with an average wage of $13 per hour, community college officials said.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Office of Workforce Development will administer the grant.

OWD Director Tim Alford informed Susan Salatto, president of Central Alabama Community College, that the grant had been approved.
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