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Riley Awards Grant for Worker Training at Dothan Plant

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $38,500 to help workers at a Dothan plant learn more efficient manufacturing techniques.

Sony Magnetic Products of America Inc. will use the grant to train 160 workers in its Dothan plant in LEAN manufacturing. LEAN is a manufacturing technique that streamlines production to eliminate waste. Sony Magnetic will contribute $52,418 for the worker training.

“This training will make it possible for Alabama workers to improve their skills and productivity and help their plant compete in the global market more effectively,” Riley said.

The plant, which manufactures magnetic recording media, must compete with overseas facilities that can produce similar products at lower costs, company managers said. Also, the rising cost of raw materials has affected the plant’s profit margin. These factors have led to a reduction in business and resulted in the layoff of 40 workers. Plant officials anticipate that the LEAN training will reduce product costs, make the plant more competitive with overseas facilities and attract more product orders.

The training will take place during a 12-month period beginning in April. The Alabama Technology Network Center of Auburn University will conduct the training activities.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Office of Workforce Development will administer the grant.

Riley informed Bill Dempsey, Sony Magnetic Products of America vice president, that the grant had been approved.
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