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Riley Awards $93,380 to Improve Highway Safety 

in Central Alabama

MONTGOMERY— Efforts to improve traffic safety in five central Alabama counties have received another boost thanks to $93,380 awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. The grant supplements $136,657 awarded by Riley earlier this year.


 The Birmingham Regional Highway Safety Office, based at Jefferson State Community College, will use the grants to coordinate law enforcement efforts to reduce the number of traffic-related injuries and deaths. The office works with law enforcement agencies in Blount, Chilton, Jefferson, Shelby, St. Clair and Walker counties.


“This program takes irresponsible drivers off our highways and encourages the use of seat belts and child safety seats,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this effort to make our roads safer.”

To reduce the number of crashes, area police departments and sheriff’s departments will step up enforcement of DUI, speeding and seat belt laws during periods of increased traffic. The safety office will coordinate increased enforcement efforts during Memorial Day, Independence Day and Labor Day weekends.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant. Riley informed Dr. Judy Merritt, Jefferson State president, that the grant had been approved.
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