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Riley Awards $65,940 for Highway Safety in East Alabama

MONTGOMERY— Efforts to improve traffic safety in east Alabama have received another boost thanks to a $65,940 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. The grant supplements $107,873 awarded by Riley earlier this year.


The East Alabama Highway Safety Office will use the funds to coordinate increased efforts to reduce the number of car crashes that result in injuries or death. The safety office, based at Gadsden State Community College, serves Calhoun, Chambers, Clay, Cleburne, Coosa, Randolph, Talladega and Tallapoosa counties.

“Irresponsible drivers endanger themselves and everyone else on the road when they get behind the wheel,” Riley said. “I commend this coordinated effort to get these dangerous drivers off our roads and make Alabama’s highways safer.”

According to the safety office, drunken driving and speeding are the most common factors in crashes resulting in injuries or deaths. In an effort to reduce the number of deadly crashes, local police and sheriff’s departments will increase enforcement of speeding and DUI laws during high traffic periods, including Memorial Day and Labor Day weekends. 

Officers will focus enforcement efforts on five-mile highway segments identified as “hot spots” where at least one alcohol- or speed-related crash resulting in injury or death has occurred.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant. Riley informed Dr. Renee Culverhouse, Gadsden State Community College president, that the grant had been approved.
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