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Riley Awards Grant to Make Southwest Alabama Roads Safer

MONTGOMERY— Efforts to improve highway safety in six south Alabama counties received another boost thanks to a $46,270 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. The grant supplements $48,693 awarded by Riley earlier this year.


The Alabama Tombigbee Regional Commission will use the grant to coordinate law enforcement efforts to reduce the number of deadly car crashes in Choctaw, Clarke, Conecuh, Monroe, Washington and Wilcox counties.


“Irresponsible drivers endanger not only themselves, but also everyone else on the road,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support this coordinated effort to make our state’s highways safer by removing these dangerous drivers.”


Commission officials say speeding and drunken driving are the two main causes of car crashes in the area. Law enforcement agencies will increase enforcement of DUI, speeding laws and seat belt laws during periods of increased traffic, including Memorial Day and Labor Day weekends. The agencies also will set up checkpoints for DUI and seat belt use during these periods.


According to commission officials, 13 deaths occurred in crashes where speeding was a factor in 2004 and eight deaths occurred in crashes where alcohol was a factor in the six-county area.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. Riley informed John Clyde Riggs, executive director of the regional commission, that the grant had been approved.
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