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Riley Awards Grant for System to Recognize 

Out-of-State Protection Orders of Katrina Victims

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $200,000 to help ensure that victims of Hurricane Katrina living in Alabama who have abuse protection orders from other states receive the same protection in Alabama.


The Administrative Office of Courts will use the grant to implement a computer registration system for the victims so their protection orders will be recognized by law enforcement agencies in the state. AOC officials say the system will allow abuse victims to be protected as if the order had been issued in Alabama.


“Domestic abuse victims should be able to live without fear wherever they reside,” Riley said.  “Victims who have been forced from their home states by this natural disaster deserve to have their protection orders fully enforced in Alabama.”

The office plans to establish centers at court clerk offices and domestic violence shelters in the state where victims can register their protection orders and request one issued by Alabama. Because the system is Internet-based, the data is immediately available to judges, police officers and others who are part of the criminal justice system.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.


Riley informed Randy Helms, administrative director of courts, that that grant had been approved. Matching funds of $66,667 will supplement the grant.
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