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Gov. Riley Announces Grant to Raise Awareness of the

Importance of Using Seat Belts
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has announced a $196,159 grant to the Alabama Department of Public Health to promote safe practices among Alabama motorists by conducting surveys on seat belt usage during the Click It or Ticket campaign.

“Encouraging Alabamians to buckle up and properly use child safety seats will make our state’s highways safer for everyone,” Riley said.  “This grant will help us determine how many drivers are getting the message and how many we still need to convince.”
Vehicle drivers and passengers will be observed in 15 counties across the state and the data collected from these observations will supplement data obtained through the Click It or Ticket campaign.  The information will help officials target problem areas where increased use of seat belts and child restraints could reduce injuries and deaths caused by crashes.
The surveys will be conducted in Blount, Colbert, Escambia, Etowah, Houston, Jefferson, Lawrence, Lee, Madison, Marshall, Mobile, Montgomery, Shelby, Tuscaloosa and Walker counties.

Riley notified Dr. Donald E. Williamson, state health officer, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant which was awarded from funds made available to the state by the National Highway and Traffic Safety Administration.  
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