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Gov. Riley Awards Grant to Combat Drugs in Lauderdale County  

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley is teaming up with law enforcement agencies in Lauderdale County to fight drug trafficking and use.

Riley has awarded $101,000 to the city of Florence to help fund the Lauderdale County Drug Task Force. The task force, a coalition of the Lauderdale County Sheriff’s Department, the 11th Judicial Circuit District Attorney’s Office, the Florence Police Department and the University of North Alabama Department of Public Safety, works with federal, state and other local agencies to reduce drug-related crimes.
“Officials in Lauderdale County are sending a strong message that the use and distribution of illegal drugs will not be tolerated,” Riley said.  “I commend the efforts of county law enforcement officials to protect the public by putting drug offenders behind bars.”
The task force was formed to coordinate law enforcement efforts in the battle against drugs and to ensure that sufficient manpower and resources are available.  With this grant, the task force plans to enhance the development of undercover operations, work more closely with law enforcement agencies in neighboring counties and increase the number of investigations and arrests pertaining to the improper distribution and use of pharmaceutical drugs.

Matching funds of at least $101,000 will supplement the grant.

Riley notified Mayor Bobby Irons that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.
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