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Riley Awards Grant to Improve Traffic Safety in 12 Counties

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $151,061 to help boost traffic safety in 12 counties in southeast Alabama.


The Southeast Alabama Traffic Safety Office will use the grant to provide safety awareness programs and coordinate law enforcement efforts to reduce the number of alcohol-related car crashes. The office, based at the Southeast Alabama Medical Center in Dothan, serves Barbour, Butler, Coffee, Covington, Crenshaw, Dale, Escambia, Geneva, Henry, Houston, Pike and Russell counties.


“Irresponsible drivers pose a serious threat to themselves and others on the road,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this combined effort to increase safety on highways in southeast Alabama.”


The office will coordinate efforts to increase enforcement of DUI laws and set up checkpoints during peak travel periods like holidays. During these high-traffic periods, the office will help pay overtime costs for area police officers out on extra patrols. In 2004, 605 crashes involving alcohol and 20 deaths occurred in the 12-county area, according to safety office officials.


In an effort to increase the use of seat belts and child restraints, the office will develop public awareness campaigns and educational programs for high school students, expectant mothers and other groups. 


Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards. Riley informed Ronald Owen, chief executive of Southeast Alabama Medical Center, of the grants’ approval.
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