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Riley Grant Gives Helping Hand to Child Victims

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $34,000 to help a Selma-based nonprofit group assist victims of child abuse in Dallas, Hale, Perry and Wilcox counties.

The Central Alabama Regional Child Advocacy Center will use the grant to provide counseling and court assistance for victims. The center also assists in the investigations of abuse.

“Every abuse victim deserves professional assistance when recovering from a crime,” Riley said. “I commend the advocacy center for helping victims and assisting in investigations of child abuse in these counties.”

The center offers free counseling to help victims and their caregivers recover from the trauma of sexual or physical abuse. Center staff members also stay in contact with victims during investigations.

Specially trained interviewers conduct investigative interviews with victims at the center. The interviews are recorded and shared with agencies involved in the investigation so the victim does not have to recount the details of abuse multiple times. 

The center was established in June 2005 to give victims in Dallas, Perry and Wilcox counties access to professional services. Since then, the center has expanded its service area to include Hale County and will soon offer services in Bibb County. It is the first child advocacy center dedicated to serving victims in all five counties.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. 

Riley informed Michael W. Jackson, district attorney and chairman of the center’s board, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $8,500 will supplement the grant.
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