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Riley Awards Grant to Support Victim Services

 at East Alabama Domestic Violence Center 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $3,276 to the Domestic Violence Intervention Center in Opelika to assist victims of domestic violence and sexual assault in five east Alabama counties.

The center will use the funds to purchase food, toiletries and cleaning supplies for its emergency shelter which has housed more than 3,300 women and children since the center’s inception in 1980.

The grant also will make it possible for the center to obtain computer supplies and software as well as other office supplies that will help ensure the continued delivery of the center’s many other services to victims in Chambers, Lee, Macon, Randolph and Talladega counties.

“The compassionate and professional assistance provided by the Domestic Violence Intervention Center helps victims overcome the harrowing experience of abuse,” Riley said.  “I commend the center for providing these essential services.”

In addition to the emergency shelter and services, the center offers victims trauma counseling, a 24-hour telephone crisis line, court advocacy and a school-based anger management and child abuse prevention program.

Riley notified Willie Larkin, center board president, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  The award will supplement services made possible by ADECA grants awarded in October and June 2005. 
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