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	March 17, 2006
Governor Riley Awards Grant to Buy Bulletproof Vests for Parole Officers
MONTGOMERY—Governor Bob Riley has awarded a $19,184 grant to the Alabama Board of Pardons and Paroles to better protect probation and parole officers in the performance of their duties.

The board will use the funds toward the purchase of 88 bulletproof vests. The vests will be issued to officers who are currently working without such protection and to newly hired officers.

“These officers help protect our families, and we must give them the equipment they need to protect themselves from harm,” Governor Riley said. 

Probation and parole officers routinely enter homes and other locations occupied by convicted criminals, and they may regularly come into contact with other individuals in possession of firearms. The officers routinely make searches and arrests at these locations and are at risk of being attacked.

Bulletproof vests that meet standards and are properly fitted can significantly reduce the instances of injury and death when officers enter situations that involve firearms.

Governor Riley notified William C. Segrest, the board’s executive director, that the grant had been approved. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.
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For more contact information, visit Governor Bob Riley's Web Site:  http://www.governor.alabama.gov/
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