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University of Alabama Awarded Grants to Determine Effectiveness of Traffic Safety Programs

MONTGOMERY—Do Alabama’s highway safety programs decrease accidents and save lives?  Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $185,593 to the University of Alabama to find out.


The university’s Critical Analysis Reporting Environment Research and Development Laboratory will use the funds to analyze seatbelt and child restraint data before and after the Click It or Ticket campaign, further develop software that helps local law enforcement officials improve traffic safety in their areas, and assist with the production of the state’s Highway Safety Plan.

“This research will help us measure and improve the effectiveness of our efforts to encourage motorists to buckle up and drive safely on Alabama highways,” Riley said.  “In today’s on-the-go society, it is imperative that we go safely.”

Click It or Ticket is designed to remind drivers and passengers of the importance of using seatbelts and child restraints.  CRDL will study data pertaining to seatbelt use collected by law enforcement agencies and from surveys conducted before the campaign begins and compare to data collected after the campaign to determine the effectiveness of enforcement efforts. CRDL also will prepare a special report on seatbelt use in pickup trucks.

The lab also will upgrade software used by local law enforcement agencies to pinpoint areas in their jurisdiction where crashes occur most often, determine the most common causes of crashes and develop methods to reduce the number and severity of crashes.

Riley notified Cynthia Hope, director of the Office for Sponsored Programs at the University of Alabama, that the grants had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants which were awarded from funds made available to the state by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
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