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Riley Awards Grant to Combat Drugs in Monroe County

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $133,500 to help Monroe County fight the sale and use of illegal drugs.


The 35th Judicial Task Force will use the grant to continue investigating and prosecuting cases involving drugs and drug-related crimes in the county. The unit also works with other local, federal and state agencies in undercover operations to halt the distribution of drugs.


“Illegal drugs and the crime they bring are a serious threat to our communities,” Riley said.

“The task force is sending a strong message that illegal drugs will not be tolerated in Monroe County.” 


The task force is a joint effort of the city of Monroeville, the district attorney’s office and Monroe County Sheriff’s Department. The unit combines the resources of several law enforcement agencies to meet the needs of full-time drug investigations. Officials say such drug investigations wouldn’t be possible if the groups weren’t able to pool their resources in the task force.

Officials with the task force say that in the next 12 months the unit will focus on cases involving crack cocaine and methamphetamine, which they say are the biggest drug problems in the county. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.


Riley informed Monroe County Commission Chairman Otha Lee Biggs that the grant had been approved. Local funds of $133,500 will supplement the award.
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