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Grant to Help Make Selected Alabama Companies 

More Energy-Efficient

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $47,500 to the University of Alabama in Huntsville to encourage companies that use non-renewable energy sources, such as natural gas and petroleum, to switch to renewable fuels like waste wood.

As part of the Renewable Fuels Program which UAH administers with the Energy, Weatherization and Technology Division of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, university personnel will locate and recruit companies that may qualify for subsidies to replace equipment that burns fossil fuels with equipment that burns biomass fuels.

“Alternative fuels not only can help preserve the environment, but also have the potential to save industries and consumers millions of dollars,” Riley said.  “The steps we take to reduce pollution and lessen our dependence on oil for energy will pay dividends for generations to come.”

Biomass fuels, which burn cleaner than oil, are derived from food crops, grassy and woody plants, and even the organic components of municipal and industrial wastes. These materials are used to create ethanol and biodiesel, currently our only renewable sources of liquid transportation fuel according to the U.S. Department of Energy.

UAH personnel will evaluate and recommend at least three companies to receive subsidies for the installation of biomass equipment.  After the new equipment is installed, the university team will monitor the progress of the selected sites and collect and analyze energy consumption data.

Riley notified Frank A. Franz, UAH president, that the grant had been approved.  ADECA will administer the grant which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state by the Energy Department.
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