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Riley Awards Grant to Increase Seat Belt Usage 
MONTGOMERY – Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $739,000 grant for a statewide campaign encouraging Alabamians, particularly those who drive pickups, to wear seat belts. 
The grant to the Alabama Film Office will be used to produce video, audio and written advertisements touting the advantages of seat belts. The announcements coincide with the state’s “Click It or Ticket” seat-belt awareness campaign. 
“An increasing number of Alabamians are adhering to the state’s mandatory seat-belt laws,” Riley said. “Eighty-two percent of state motorists are buckling up, but that number can be improved and more lives can be saved with the help of this public awareness campaign.”
While the state seat-belt usage rate continues to improve, male drivers of pickups - specifically those who live in rural areas - are still less likely than other drivers to wear seat belts, according to state officials. Reasons for not wearing seat belts range from a strong sense of independence to believing they are less likely than other drivers to be involved in a crash. 

Riley notified Neal Wade, director of the Alabama Development Office, that the grant had been approved. Funding for the program was provided through the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs ADECA is administering the grant through its Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division. 
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