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Riley Awards Grant for Program to Teach Students 
They Are ‘Too Good for Drugs’
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a grant to assist the Northwest Alabama Mental Health Center’s efforts to help students in five counties avoid drugs and violence. 

The $30,000 grant will enable the center’s Prevention Plus Program to provide the Too Good for Drugs curriculum for students ages 5-13 in Fayette, Lamar, Marion, Walker and Winston counties. Center staff will present the curriculum in three target schools in each county. The schools are those which had the highest percentage of beer, cigarette and marijuana use reported in student PRIDE surveys.

“Our youth need guidance to help them avoid inappropriate and destructive behavior,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support the Mental Health Center’s efforts to help students realize healthy and productive futures.”
Too Good for Drugs contains skill-building lessons that are appropriate to each grade level.  The curriculum covers subjects including goal setting, resistance to peer pressure, personal responsibility, healthy ways to handle stress and the consequences of drug use.

The program targets younger students before the age when they are most likely to begin using illegal drugs. By focusing on this age group, the center hopes to prevent drug use by molding students’ attitudes and beliefs against the harmful substances.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. Riley informed Skip Newman, the center’s executive director, of the grant’s approval.
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