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Riley Awards Grant to Improve Child Passenger Safety in State

MONTGOMERY— Only about 10 percent of children in Alabama are properly restrained while riding in a vehicle, according to the North Alabama Highway Safety Office. To help the state improve that statistic, Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $56,420 to train more experts in child passenger safety.


The safety office, located at Northwest Shoals Community College, will use the grant to conduct four-day training workshops for child passenger safety technicians in each of the state’s nine Community Traffic Safety Program regions. The workshops are designed to teach individuals the skills to serve as child passenger safety resources for their communities. 

“When used properly, child restraints prevent injuries and save lives,” Riley said. “This funding will increase the number of technicians who can help parents throughout the state learn to properly restrain and protect their children.”

The training course provides instruction in crash dynamics, injury prevention strategies and federal vehicle safety standards. The course is taught through a combination of lectures, discussions of new issues, role playing and hands-on practice with child restraint systems.

Technicians put their knowledge to work through a variety of programs and activities with the goals of teaching parents and caregivers how to properly protect their children in vehicles and to provide hands-on assistance in the proper use of child restraint systems and safety belts. To find a technician in your area, go to www.nhtsa.dot.gov/cps/contacts/index.cfm.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant. Riley informed Humphrey Lee, Northwest Shoals Community College president, that the grant had been approved. 
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