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Riley Grant Will Aid Troubled Students at Brookville Elementary

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $36,000 to continue a counseling program at Brookville Elementary School in Graysville that helps students avoid violent behavior.


Gateway, a Birmingham-based nonprofit group that helps families realize brighter futures, will use the grant to fund a full-time mental health counselor who will work at the school.


“Children with behavioral problems or abusive situations at home may experience major setbacks in their lives unless they receive timely professional help,” Riley said. “I commend Gateway for providing a counselor to help students work through their problems and improve their performance at school.”


The counselor works with students identified by faculty as having behavioral or emotional problems. Factors include repeated behavior problems in the classroom, violent acts or threats of violence, destruction of property, poor peer relationships and indications that the student is in an abusive situation. 

Many participants face difficult and unstable situations at home. Gateway officials said the families of about 80 percent of students in the program received family services such as food stamps, child support and other financial assistance through the state Department of Human Resources in the 2004-05 school year. 

With the goal of reducing violent behavior and increasing academic success, students attend weekly individual and group therapy sessions to learn anger management skills and healthy coping skills. In the 2004-05 school year, 74 percent of the students receiving therapy improved their grades and 77 percent improved their behavior, according to Gateway officials.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. Riley informed Jim Loop, Gateway executive director, of the grant’s approval.
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